BIRTH-CONTROL	237
of ignorance. What shall we say of a husbandman who
will sow the finest seed in his possession on stony ground
or of the owner of a field who will receive, in his field
rich with fine soil, good seed under conditions that will
make it impossible for it to grow? God has blessed man
with seed that has the highest potency and woman with
a field richer than the richest earth to be found any-
where on this globe. Surely it is criminal folly for man
to allow his most precious possession to run to waste. He
must guard it with a care greater than he will bestow
upon the richest pearls in his possession. And so is a
woman guilty of criminal folly who will receive the seed
in her life-producing field with the deliberate intention
of letting it run to waste. Both he and she will
be judged guilty of the misuse of the talents given to
them and they will be dispossessed of what they have
been given. Sex urge is a fine and noble thing. There
is nothing to be ashamed of it. But it is meant only
for the act of creation. Any other use of it is a sin
against God and humanity. Contraceptives of a kind
there were before and there will be hereafter; but the
use of them was formerly regarded as sinful. It was
reserved for our generation to glorify vice by calling
it virtue. The greatest disservice protagonists of con-
traceptives are rendering to the youth of India is to fill
their minds with what appears to me to be wrong ideo-
logy. Let the young men and women of India who
hold her destiny in their hands beware of this false god
and guard the treasure with which God has blessed
them and use it. if they wish, for the only purpose for
which it is intended.
Harijan, 28-3»936
I do not believe that woman is prey to sexual desire
to the same extent as man. It is easier for her than

